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PREFACE. 



The writer of this Manual is indebted to Mr. T. D. 
Acland, of Sprydoncote, near Exeter, for the ground- 
work of the " Drill on Horseback/' The sugges- 
tions of that gentleman have resulted from a series of 
practical experiments carried out by him, with the 
assistance of a body of intelligent Devonshire yeomen. 
Colonel Douglas, Assistant Adjutant-General to the 
Inspector-General of Cavalry, and several other dis- 
tinguished oflScers of cavalry and infantry have kindly 
given their assistance in completing the details. 

For the " Drill on Foot " the volunteer is re- 
ferred to the Manual entitled , '^ Drill and Bifle 
Instruction for the Corps of Rifle Volunteers." 

In the general Remarks in the following pages it 
is shown what portion of those instructions are appli- 
cable to the drill of mounted rifle volunteers, and what 
alterations may be made in them with advantage. 

D. Lysons, Colonel, 

Assistant Adjutant-General. 
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NoTE.-^^/i references in this Manual are made to the 
Seventh and subsequent Editions of the " Drill and 
Rifle Instruction for the Corps of Rifle 
voluntbers.** 
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INSTRUCTIONS FOR THE TRAINING 



or 



MOUNTED RIFLE VOLUNTEERS^ 



INTRODUCTORY REMARKS. 

I. When mounted rifle volunteers assemble on horseback, 
they are not to be regarded as cavalry to be occasionally 
dismounted, but as infantry mounted in order to move 
quickly, 

II. Mounted rifle volunteers must be trained as infantry 
on the principles laid down for the use of rifle volunteer 
corps. 

ni. The objects aimed at in the organisation of this force 
are these : — 

Firstly. — To enable the members of the corps who reside 
several miles apart to assemble more readily for practice, 
or in case of alarm. 

Secondly. — To enable them when assembled to move 
quickly and in regular order by aid of the horse from point 
to point. 

IV. The principles acted upon in the following instruc- 
tions are these :— 

Firstly. — The men when mounted will be formed in single 
rank ; when dismounted to skirmish, in two ranks according 
to the infantry drill. 

Secondly. — The volunteers will be told off" when mounted; 
they will require no further telling off" when they dismount 
to skirmish. 

Thirdly. — Only half the men will be dismounted at one 
time, so that each man will have only one horse to manage 
besides his own. 

Fourthly. — Their instruction is principally to be directed 
to the objects of becoming good skirmishers on foot, and 
good shots. 

Fifthly. — The mounted drill will be limited to advancing, 
retiring, taking ground to either flank, wheeling, mount- 
ing, dismounting, and leading horses. The details of this 
drill will be found in the following pages. 
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DRILL ON FOOT. 



GENERAL REMARKS. 

I. Volunteer corps will be composed, for the most part, 
of men whose time is much occupied with their ordinaiy 
pursuits, and who consequently will not be able to spare 
many hours for drill ; it is therefore recommended that 
eveiy volunteer be provided with a copy of this drill book, 
in order that he may read the instructions between the 
drills, which will be found a great assistance. 

II. The names of the different parts of the rifle, the way 
to clean it, and the theoretical principles, may be learned 
by studying the book. Occasional examinations by the 
musketry instructor will however be useful, to ascertain if 
the volunteers have properly understood what they have read. 

III. No instructor could possibly teach a whole com- 
pany of untrained men placed together in two ranks. In 
the following system the volunteers will first be instructed in 
small squads, in open files, and in single rank. The lessons 
will then be repeated in larger squads in two ranks, and 
finally, when the volunteers have learned all the preliminaiy 
parts of their drill, they will be exercised together as a 
company. 

IV. When a corps of volunteers is first assembled, if 
there are no regular drill instructors attached to it, the com- 
manding officer would do wisely at once to select, or cause 
to be selected, a certain number of the members, in the 
proportion of about 10 or 12 per cent., to act as such. 
These men may afterwards become non-commissioned 
officers, and rank according to the aptitude they show for 
military duties. 

V. The volunteers thus selected should first be trained 
in a squad by themselves, after which they will be employed 
in drilling the remainder of the corps, and time will 
eventually be gained. 

VI. The corps being assembled, and the drill instructors 
ready to begin their work, the volunteers will be divided 
into as many squads as there are instructors, and each 
instructor will proceed with the following lessons. 

Vn. The volunteers, when at drill, must remain perfectly 
silent, and give their whole attention to their instructors. 
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VIII. The volunteers should be perfect in one lesson be- 
fore they proceed to another ; each lesson may be repeated 
as often as it is found necessary, and time will permit. 

IX. A system of mutual instruction will frequently be 
found advantageous; as the volunteers get more acquainted 
with their drill, each in succession may be called out, and 
directed to put the squad through one or two exercises, 
under the superintendence of the instructor. 

X. Mounted rifle volunteers will generally be employed 
in detached parties, of which the dismounted portion will, 
for the most part, move in extended order, without any 
regular dismounted support ; their drill on foot may there- 
fore be reduced to a very simple form. 

XI. When volunteers dismount to skiimish, they will run 
out in front of their horses, as will hereafter be described, 
and will form at once in two ranks, with intervals of four 
yards between the files. 

XII. From this formation the volunteers may be ordered 
to advance and extend to any required distance, or they 
may be closed and be moved in a more compact order. 

Xm. When moving in extended order, the skirmishers will 
follow the rules laid down in the Seventh and Ninth Lessons 
of the " Drill and Rifle Instruction for the Corps 
OF Rifle Volunteers ;" when moving in a more compact 
order, it will generally be found most convenient to leave 
intervals of 21 inches between their files, as though room 
were left for the mounted files to dismount and form between 
them ; this formation will enable the dismounted men to take 
ground with ease to a flank in flies ; the foimation of fours 
will not therefore be necessary. 

XIV. Should the dismounted men of a corps find it ne- 
cessary to resist an attack of cavalry they will form rallying 
square. 

XV. Mounted rifle volunteers are referred to the com- 
plete Infantry system contained in the " Drill and Rifle 
Instruction for the Corps of Rifle Volunteers " for 
all that relates to their duties on foot, but a perfect know- 
ledge of those movements only which are marked thus (*) 
in the table of contents of that book introduced at the com- 
mencement of this Manual, will be found sufficient for all 
the requirements of a corps of this description. 

The system can be simplified to a still greater degree 
as circumstances may require ; the most important points 
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to be attended to are, as follows : — The use of the rifle ; 
extending from the halt and on the march ; advancing 
and retiring in skirmishing order ; changing front ; in- 
clining to a Hank, and closing. A few preliminary 
drills in marching, facing, and turning will of course 
be necessary. 

XVI. When dressing in open files on foot. First 
Lesson, Section 6, of the " Drill and Rifle .Instruc- 
tion FOR Corps of Rifle Volunteers," mounted rifle 
volunteers should bo taught to take up their dressing 
without holding out their arms, but preserving their inter- 
vals of 21 inches from each other. In the Second Lesson 
they should be practised in marching in open files with 
21 inches intervals between them, as well as in closed files, 
this practice should be continued throughout the system 
of drill. In other respects the drill will be the same as in 
infantry corps. 
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KEY TO PLATES. 



HOBSE 
WITH BIDER. 



CAPTAIN - 
LIEUTENANT 
ENSIGN 
GUIDE 

serjeant - 
duill instbuctob 



/-peont rank 
private] 

v^REAR RANK 
FORMER POSITION 
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V 



HORSE 
WITHOUT RIDER. 
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* In the preliminary drills the mounted men are also represented in 
this manner. 
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DRILL ON HORSEBACK. 



FIRST LESSON. 

PRELIMINARY DRILL IN SQUADS WITHOUT 

TELLING OFF. 

1. Formation of the Squad, 

On the first assembly of a corps of mounted riflemen, 
they will be formed in small squads not exceeding 12 men 
in each. 

2. Manage or Ride. 

A piece of ground will be mai'ked out for each squad 
about 66 yards (3 chains) long and 22 yards (1 chain) wide. 
This piece of ground is called an open manege,* or ride. 

If it is desired that more than one squad should be exer- 
cised at the same time, the rides may be arranged in a line 
15 yards distant from each other ; the ends or short sides 
of the manage forming the front line. 

The commanding officer may, by riding between the 
manages, superintend the lessons of all the squads. 

3. Falling In, 

• 

The mounted men will form in line, 

that is, side by side, and six inches apart 

from knee to knee, at one end of the 

FALL ly. -^ manege, facing towards the other end ; 

great care must be taken to keep each horse 
square to the front, and to preserve the 
distance from knee to knee. 



* The open manage may be marked at each comer by stakes or boughs, which, 
in order to prevent accidents, should be not less than six feet high; or by 
■tones, or sods of turf turned up, or by hurdles. Visible lines cut in the turf 
on the long sides will be useful. 
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Attention should be paid to the proper holding of the 
reins ; the prevailing faults are holding the reins confusedly, 
and not short enough, so that the rider has no command over 
his horse. As mounted volunteers will not be furnished with 
uniform saddlery, it may bo better at first to allow those who 
can ride to manage their horses in their own way, and not to 
attempt to enforce a mode of riding to which they are not 
accustomed. 



EYES RIGHT. 
DRESS. 



EYES FRONT. 



4. Dressing. 

On the word dbess, the squad will take 

up its dressing the same as on foot. Each 

^ man to see two faces, and no more. The 

I Instructor will place himself on the flank 

[^ to which he orders the dressing. 

f On the words eyes front, all will look 
\ to the front and remain steady. 



BY the right 

MARCH. 

halt. 



5. Marching in Line. 

They should be ordered to march straight 
forward and be frequently halted, in order to 
test their power of preserving their dress- 
ing, and keeping their line true to the front. 



HALT. 

RETIRE BY 

SINGLE FILES 

FROM THE 

RIGHT. 



6. Marching in Single Files.-^Vhie I., figs. 1 and 2. 

When they reach the end of the manege 
opposite to that from which they started, 
the squad is to be halted. The right-hand 
man should be directed to turn his horae 
to the right, and to ride diagonally across 
the manege ; when he reaches the point 
^ which was the left of the squad before it 
moved he will turn to the left, cross the 
manage, and take up his original position 
on the right of the squad, the rest of the 
men following him, and taking up their 
original position on his left. They will 
thus trace the form of the letter Z» 
The squad will retire by single files from the left in like 
manner. 



PLATE L 

Pig.l. 

THE BIGHT-MARCH. HALT. RETIRE BY SINGLE FILES 
FROM THE RIGHT-MARCH. 
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Fig. 2. 
THE SQUAD RE-FORMING ON ITS ORIGINAL GROUND. 
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Fig. 3. 

rUE RIGHT-MARCH. HALT. RETIRE BY TWOS FROM THE 

RIGHT-MARCH. 
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Fig. 4. 
THE SQUAD RE-FORMING ON ITS ORIGINAL GROUND. 
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PLATE IT. 



Pig. 1. 
BY THE EIGHT-MAECH. RIGHT-INCLINE. 
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Fig. 2. 
A SQUAD WITH A BLANK ODD FILE. 
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Fig. 3. 
A SQUAD WITH AN ODD FILE. 
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TELLING OFF. ^jjj, bjqhT BY TWOS. WHEEL. 
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Fig. i. 
A SQUAD WITH A BLANK FILE. 
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7. Marchmg m Twos. — Plate I., figs. 3 and 4. 



BETIBB BY 
TWOS FBOK 
THE BIGHT. 



r The same movement may then be exe- 
I cuted by the men wheeling off two after 
I two, in succession to the right, then retir- 
ing, wheeling to the left, and foiming up 
side by side on their original ground, as 
directed in the preceding article. 
The squad will retire by twos from the left in like 
nanner. 

The men will thus without any telling off have insensibly 
MHjuired the first idea of formation. 

8. Inclining. — Plate II., fig, 1. 

Volunteers advancing in line will also be 
taught to incline to the right or left, by 
half-turning their horses in the direction 
ordered ; each man's knee to be just behind 
the knee of his neighbour, on the side to 
which he is inclining ; the dressing is to 
be kept by the flank to which the incline 
is ordered — ^the general line of front to 
remain unaltered — special care to be taken 
to allow no wheeling forwards on the 
[flank. 

r On the word " advance," they will turn 
I to the front, and advance in line as before. 
< Every horse square to the front — ^paco 
J unaltered — dressing to the same flank as 
(^ before the incline was ordered. 



HGHT INCLINE,-^ 
JBFT INCHN?. 



ADVANCE. 



SQUAD BIGHT 

(or left) 

WHEELy 

or 

BIGHT (or 

left) about 

^V M KEL. 

MABCH. 

HALT or 

TOBWABD. 



9. Wheeling. 

Volunteers formed in line will first be 
taught to wheel to the right and to the 
left ; to the right-about and to the left- 
about from the halt; after which they will be 
taught to march round the manege, wheel- 
ing at each comer to the right or to the 
left ; to the right-about and to the left- 
about. Finally, on the words continue 
THE WHEEL, which should be given while 
wheeling to the right or left, they should 



SQUAD BY THE 
RIGHT. 
MARCH. 
RIGHT (or 

left) wheel, 
or 

right (or 
left) about 

wheel. 

forward. 
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wheel round and round in Borerai comjplete 
circles. 

This last exercise is very important in 
its effect on the horses and in improving 
attention to dressing. 

During the wheel, the dressing is to the 
outward or wheeling ilank, the distance 
between files is preserved from the inner 
or standing ilai^. The pivot man keeps 
his ground, and turns his horse with the 
squad during the wheel, the other men 
wheel round him, the outer man regulatiDg 
the pace. 



When the wheel is completed, if the words halt, dress, 
are given, the squad will halt and dress to the inner flank, 
unless otherwise ordered. If the word forward is given, 
the squad will resume the pace at which it was moving 
before the wheel, and go straight in the direction of the 
front, to which it is facing at the moment the word is 
given ; inarching by the same flank as before the wheel was 
ordered. 

It will practically be found convenient, more especially 
when wheeling larger bodies of men, to cause the outer 
man to move at an increased pace during the wheel ; that 
is to say, if the squad is walking, during the wheel the 
outer men will trot ; if trotting, the outer men will gallop. 



10. Method of Teaching. 

It will tend to save time and keep up attention on the 
first few occasions, to perform the foregoing exercises 
practically without much previous explanation. When the 
volunteers have leai-ned, by making the attempt, what they 
are intended to do, their mistakes should be pointed out, 
and attention called to the principles by which they are to 
correct their faults. 



21 



SECOND LESSON. 

TELLING OFF AND SQUAD DRILL WHEN 

TOLD OFF. 

1. General Remarks. 

The squads having thus far been practised in dressing 
and wheeling, and in the simplest form of retiring and 
forming again, by single files and by twos, may now be told 
off for the purposes of wheeling by twos, of wheeling by 
fours, and o£ dismounting. 

It should be explained, and practically illustrated, that 
the object of forming fours is, to enable a line of mounted 
men to more in any direction with a narrower front than 
the front of the squad. 

2. FaUmgim. 

The Toluuteers will fall in in single rank, and will dress 
as already described, after which they will tell off as 
follows* 

S. TeUi/ng off by Fours. 

r On the command tell off by fours, 

WTt fiw nr I *^® right-hand man will call out one, the 

«^,«« < i3kext TWO, the third three, the fourth 

I FOUR; the fifth will commence again one, 

Land so on by fours to the left. 

If the number of volunteers in the squad is not exactly 

divisible by four, the odd men will be placed next to the 

Ifeft four, which will be complete, that is to say, the four 

men on the left will invariably number one, two, three, four. 

(See flate H, figs. 2, 3, and 4.) 

4. Proving Fours. 

" On the word fboof, the flank men of 

FLANKS OF fours, that is numbers one and four, will 

FOURa- < extend their right hands smartly to the 

PiK>OF, I front, palm to the left, thumb on the upper 

[side of the baud. 

b2 
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AS YOU WERE 



{On this word every hand will drop to 
the side. 



5. Taking Oround to a Flcmk by Twos, and re- 

forming Line. 

TAKE GROUND f On the word MARCH, numbers one and 
TO THE RIGHT i two of the right section of fours will 
BY TWOS, I wheel off to the right, three and four will 
L follow, and so on in succession. 

On this word the two leading men will 

wheel up to the left (the original front) 

and halt, the rest of the volunteers will 

form upon them in succession, as prac- 

^tised in Lesson I. 

The squad will take ground to the left by twos, and will 
re-form line to the right (the original front) in like manner. 
If there is an odd number, that is a one without a two, or a 
three without a four, the man so numbered will move by 
himself, covering the left-hand men of twos when the right 
of the squad is leading, and the right-hand men of twos 
when the left is leading. (See Plate 11., fig. 2.) 



MARCH. 



TO THE LEFT, 
FORM-LINE. 



6. Taking Oround to a Flamk by Fours, and 
wheeling up again into Line. 



BY FOURS 

RIGHT 

vvH££L, 

MARCH. 



On the word march, the whole squad 
will wheel by fours to the right, each 
number one will turn his horse by pressing 
his right heel against his horse, keeping 
the horse's fore feet as nearly fixed as he 
can, numbers two, three, and four wheeling 
round him. 

r When the fours have wheeled the quarter 
X circle they will be halted. 

At the first drill, the sections of fours should be wheeled 
one at a time, commencing with that on the right, thus— 

BY FOURS RIGHT WHEEL, RIGHT FOUR ONLY-MARCH. HALT. 
NEXT FOUR*MARCH, &C. 



HALT. 
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LEFT WHEEL 

INTO LINE, 

MABGH. 

HALT. 



If there are any odd men they will wheel by themselves, 
and will cover as shown in Plate II., figs. 2, 3, and 4. 

On the word march, the whole squad 

will wheel up by fours into line to the 

I original front, numbers four turning their 

\ horses to the left on their fore feet, 

I numbers one, two, and three wheeling 

ground them. 

{On the word halt, the whole will halt 
and remain steady, unless ordered to dress. 

In like manner the squad will be taught to wheel by 
fours to the left, and then to wheel to the right into line. 

When the volunteers understand their places, they will 
be taught to wheel into fours, and then to move on in fours 
to the fiank by the word forward, care being taken to 
preserve the distance of one yard between the fours, 
measuring from the head of a horse to the tail of the 
horse in front of him. A squad advancing in line will 
also be taught to wheel to a flank by fours without halting 
on receiving the words by fours right (or left) wheel, 
followed by forward as soon as the fours are at right angles 
to the original front. The squad marching in fours will like- 
wise be practised in wheeling up into line and then moving to 
the original front without halting, the commands being left 
(or bight) wheel into line, followed by forward. 

7. WheeUoig in Single Files, Twos and Fours, 

A squad marching to a flank in single 
files may change direction as follows ; on 
the word wheel, the leading man will 
wheel to the right (or left) and move on 
at right angles to his former direction 
without checking the pace, the remainder 
of the squad will follow him, each volun- 
teer changing his direction as he arrives 
at the spot where the leading file wheeled. 

A squad marching in twos or fours will wheel in the same 
maimer as a squad in single file, each two or four wheeling 
in succession as it arrives on the same spot. Although at 
drill the wheel will usually be made at right angles, the 
direction may be changed at any angle, an ofBlcer or guide 
directing the leading man, two or four. By the application 



bight (or I 
left) wheel. 
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of this wheel, a [y][uad after it has been marched off to either 
flank in single files, twos or fours, may be moved in any 
required direction. 

THIBD I4ESSOK. 

FORMING SQUAD TO THE FRONT, TO THE PIVOT 
FLANK, OR TO THE REVERSE FLANK. 

1. Explanation of Pivot and Reverse Flan^^ 

When a squad is ordered to move to the right in single 
files, twos or fours, the direction in which it moves is, for 
the time, called its front ; the original front, which has 
become its left, is called its pivot flank, the opposite side 
the reverse flank. When moving to the left, the original 
front which has become the right, is the pivot flank, the 
opposite side the reverse flank. 

A squad taking ground to the right is said to be formed, 
or to be marching, right in front ; a squad takine ground to 
the left is called left in front. When right in front left is 
the pivot, when left in front right is the pivot, 

2. Fonmng Bquad to the Froni from SiTtgle Filesy 

Twos, and Fours. 

To the Front from Single Files, — ^Plate 
III., fig. 1.— When the squad is marching 
in single files, on the word squad, the lead- 
ing volunteer will continue to advance two 
horses' lengths and will then halt, the re- 



ON THE 
LEADING FILE. 
FBONT FORM ' 
SQUAD. 



mainder will incline to the pivot flank, and 
form up in succession in line with the 
leading file. 

To the Front from Twos and Fours. — ^A squad marching 
in twos or fours will form to the frx)nt in like manner. 

To the Front at the Trot^^A squad may also form to 
the front without halting, in which case, on the word 
AT TBE TBOT, FBOXT FOBH-SQUAD, the leading voluntocr, 
two or four, will move on steadily to the front without 
changing the pace, the remainder will trot up to their places. 
If the squad is moving at the trot, on the words, at the 



PLATE III. 

Fig.l. 
ON THE LEADING FILE, FBONT FOEM SQUAD. 




t\ 



yWWMA 




Pig. 2. 
ON THE LEADING FILE, RIGHT FORM SQUAD. 



mm^ 



Fig. 3. 
ON THE LEADING FILE, LEFT FORM SQUAD. 



%m^9^ 



BEYEBSE 

FLANK, 

ON THE 

LEADING PILE. 

BIGHT FOBM 

SQUAD. 
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GALLOP, FBONT FOBM SQUAD, the leading file will continue 
to trot, the rest will gallop up to their places. 

3. Forming Squad to the Pivot Flank. 

The manner of forming line to the original front, that is, 
to the pivot flank, has already been described in the Second 
Lesson, Sections 5 and 6. 

4. Forrrmig Squad to the Reverse Flank. 

When a squad is required to form line to the reverse 
flank from single files, from twos or from fours, in order to 
preserve the relative positions of the men as regards each 
other unaltered, the squad must be, as it were, unrolled in 
the following manner :-r- 

From Single Files. — ^Plate III,, figs. 2 
and 3. — If the squad is marching, right in 
front, on the word squad, the leading 
volunteer will wheel to the right and ad- 
•^ vance two horses' lengths, to give room 
behind him, the next volunteer will pass 
on behind the first and then wheel up on 
his left, and so on in succession, all dress- 
^ ing by the right as they come up into line. 
From Twos or Fours. — ^A squad marching right in front 
in twos or fours will form to the reverse flank in the same 
manner as from single files, the leading two or four wheeling 
to the reverse flank and advancing two horses' lengths, the 
rest moving on and forming successively on its left. 

A squad left in front marching in single files, twos, or 
fours, will form to the reverse flank (the left) in like 
manner. 

6. Naming the Pace of Movements. 

In the preliminary drills the movements should all be 
performed at the walk, the word mabch is therefore suffi- 
cient, but when more advanced it will be necessary to name 
the pace at which the volunteers are to move, thus, by the 

BIGHT, WALK-MABCH, By THE BIGHT, TBOT-MARCH. Bx 
THE BIGHT, GALLOP-MABCH. 



1^ ^ 
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FOUBTH LSSSOH. 

APPLICATION OP THE TELLING OFF TO THE 
PURPOSES OP DISMOUNTING AND OF 
FORMING TWO DEEP ON FOOT. 

1, FalliTig in, Telling off, and Explanation. 

The squad will fall in in single rank as usual, and will be 
dressed and told off by fours as already described. 

It must now be explained to the volunteers that all the 
men who have numbered one and two will, when dismounted, 
be front-rank men, and those who have numbered three 
and FOUR will be rear-rank men ; it will also be explained 
that odd numbers (one and three) will be right files, even 
numbers (two and four) will be left files, thus each section 
of fours will consist of two complete files, one and three 
being the right file, front and rear rank, two and four the 
left file, front and rear rank. 

When there are two odd men in the squad, that is, a one 
and a two, without a three and four, this arrangement will 
cause a deviation from the rule laid down in the *' Drill 
AND RiPLB Instruction for the Corps of Rifle Volun- 
teers," Section 2 of the Sixth Lesson, as there will be two 
ft^nt-rank men without rear-rank men, instead of one odd 
file with a front and rear rank man. 

The right and left files of each four should always work 
together ; when the left files dismount to skirmish tibe right 
flies will hold their horses, and vice vend. 

If a squad is wheeled by fours to the left, the men will 
be found to occupy the same relative positions as if they 
had formed fours to the left from two ranks according to 
the drill on foot ; this rule does not however hold good 'smen. 
a squad is wheeled by fours to the right, as the men of each 
four thus wheeled will still retain their relative places as in 
line, whereas when formed in fours to the right, from two 
ranks according to the infantry drill, the order of the men 
is reversed, No. 1 being on the left. 

2. Provvng Ramks. 

r At this word all the men numbered ONB 

front rank I and two will extend their right hands 

PROOF. J smartly to the front, palm to the left, thumb 

Von the upper side of the band. 
AS Tou WERE. Every hand will drop to the side. 



PLATE IV. 

Pig.l. 

PREPABE TO DISMOUNT. 
RIGHT FILES ONE HORSE'S LENGTH- 
MARCH. DISMOUNT. 



> 



f °0'l°0"l°0"l 



Fig. J. 
FORMATION OF THE COMPANY MOUNTED. 



I ^ I I it 



RIGHT IN FRONT 
DECREASING. INCREASING. 

Fig. 8. Fig. 4. Fig. 6. Pig. 6. 

FROM FOURS FROM TWOS TO FROM SINGLE FROM TWOS 
TO TWOS. SINGLE FILE. FILE TO TWOS. TO FOURS. 

Mil M 



4 



|L 
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On the fii'st few occasions the rear rank should prove also, 
to secure the attention of each man to his proper position. 

3. Dismounting. — Plate IV., fig. 1. 
PBEPASB TO r 

mght^piLes ^^ *^® ^^^^ MAB«H, the right files will 

' -^ move their horses forward one horse's 
. ™!.™ I length ; the left files remaining still. 

MARCH. [ 

r The men are now placed in the proper 
DISMOUNT. < position for dismounting, which will be 

(^ practised on the word dismount. 

It is very desirable that mounted volunteers should acquire 
the power of mounting and dismounting, indifferently, on the 
near and on the off side. 



4. Leading the Horse when the Man is dismounted. 

The reins of the bridoon (or snaffle) being taken over the 
head, are to be held with the right hand, the forefinger be- 
tween them, near the rings of the bridoon ; the ends of the 
reins in the left hand, which hangs easy behind the thigh. 
When merely holding the horse, the reins need not be taken 
over his head, but both should be held behind the jaw with 
the forefinger between them. This should be strictly 
attended to. 

5. Mov/ating. 

/^ On the words pbepare to mount, the 
J men will face towards their horses and 
J place their left feet in their stirrups ; on 
mount. ^ ^^ word mount they will mount. 

r On this word the left files will move up 
FRONT FORM. I .^^ ^^^ intervals between the right files, 

BANK ENTIRE, j^ ^^ ^.^ ^^^^ ^^ ^j^^ ^^^^^^ 

The importance of invariably twisting a lock of the 
horse's mane twice round the thumb, and of halting for a 
moment in the stirrup before throwing the leg over the 
saddle in mounting, should be strongly inculcated. 
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6. To MowifU with MiJU. 

The rifle should be held in the left hand with the reins, 
muzzle up to the right, hammer to the front : care must bo 
taken not to drop the muzzle in mounting. When mount- 
ing on the off side the rifle will be held in the right hand. 



FIFTH LESSON. 

COMPANY DRILL. 

1. Formation of Company Mou/rUed. — Plate IV., fig- 2. 

The company will be formed in single rank, but other- 
wise on the same principles as those explained in the 
" Dbill and Rifle Instruction for the Corps of 
Rifle Volunteers," Section 1 of the Eighth Lesson. 
Two meu well acquainted with the lanes, gates, &c. of the 
neighbourhood in which the corps is going to move, will be 
selected to act as guides, they will fall out of the rank 
before the telling off ; one will be attached to each sub- 
division. It is convenient that the three sections on the 
right should be divisible by four, 

2. Post of Ojfficers in Line, 

The captain will be in the front of the centre of his 
corps ; the lieutenant on the right flank of the right sub- 
division, covered by the guide of the right subdivision ; 
the ensign on the left, covered by the guide of the left 
subdivision ; the seijeants placed as on foot. 

In column of subdivisions or sections the officers will 
take post exactly as when dismounted, ** Drill and Rifle 
Instruction for the Corps of Rifle Volunteers," 
Section 5 of the Eighth Lesson. 

3. Dismomding to Shirnmh. — Plate V., figs. 1 and 2. 

PRXPABB TO 
SKIRMISH. 

RiaHT FiLBS, I As explained in Section 3 of the Fourth 
ONB H0B8£« { LessoD of this Manual 

X^ENGTH. 
MARCH. 



PLATE V. 



9^ H ^ 




LEFT FILES, 
BKIRUISB. 
PBEPABK TO 



In like 



On the word dismocnt, the left files, 
front and rear rank, will diBmount, lead 
their horeea up into rank entire, and give 
their bridles to the right fileB, they will 
then move out twelve paces in trout of the 
horses, each rear-rank man covering his 
front-rank man. The files thus fcnrmed 
will wait for orders. 

r the left files may be ordered to advance 
one horse's length, and the right files to dismount to skirmish. 
Either the right or the left files may be ordered to skirmish 
according as it is found moat convenieat 

The Ueutenant will command the right files when 
skirmishing ; the ensign will command the left files when 
skirmishing. 

One (or more) aeijeants will dismount with the skir- 
mishing parly. Aay blank files may be occupied in holding 
the horse of an cdficer or aeijeant. One guide should 
always be with the horses, the other. If not required to 
lead a horse, may act as a connecting file between the 
skirmishers and the mounted men. 

A company moving along a lane or narrow road in twos 
may be halted, and the right or left files may be ordered to 
dismount at once without forming up ; Hiis method will 
frequently be found the most convenient. As a general 
rule it will be advisable to dismount the reverse flank files, 
as, in the event of a retreat, the front will be reversed, and 
time will be saved on remounting, 

4. Skimdakera MomUvng. 

On the word mabch, the skirmishers 
will run back to their horses, and lay hold 
^of their bridles with both hands, p' — ■" — 
in front of their horses' heads. 



TOTODB 



DOtJBLE- 

MARCH. 

RIGHT (or 

left) FILEB 

ONE horse's 

I.ENG1TH. 

MABCH. 

FBEPABB TO 

MOUNT. 



The mounted men will then be ordered 
to advance one horse's length, and on the 
words PBEPARB TO HOUHT the skirmishers 
>will throw the reins over their horses' 
heads, move to their horses' sides, and 
place their left feet in the stirrups. On 
the word HOrNT they will mount. 
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rBOKT.TCiu. 1 A.,>lre»i;d«cribed. 
Bank entibk. J ' 

If the akinnisheTB nm back to their horses, while the 
moanted men are taking groond to the flank in a narrow 
lane, the horoes should be halted as they ue. If the led 
horses are ou the pivot flank, the ^irmishers mount at 
once. If the led horses are on the reverso flank, the 
mounted men wheel about ; to the left^ if the led horses 
are on the right ; to the right, if the led horses are ou 
the left. 

5. i>«(»*e«8Mig Front. 
DT srsDivi- 

8ION8 (or 

SSCTtOKS) 

BIGHT {or 
lbft) wheel, 

FORWABD. 
LEADraa BUB- 
DIVISIOH (or 

bection) lbpt 
(or bight) 

WHEEL. 

.,<.H,(or ' 

LEFT) BOB- 

wnsioiT (or 
section) to 
the front, 



From Company to Subdivisions or Sec- 
tions.— The Iront of a company advancing 
1 in lino may be decreased by wheeling it 
rto either flank by subdivisions or sections, 
and then wheebng the column into the 
original direction. 



SUBDIVISIONS 

(or sections) 

BIGHT (or 

left) WBBEL, 

FOSWABD, 

l(T FOURS, 
RISBT (or 

left) wheel, 
subdivisions 

or SBCTI0N8, 

LEFT (or 
right) 

WHEBfc. 



It may frequently be found more con- 
venient to order the subdivision {or section) 
which is intended to take the lead to move 
to the front at once, and the remaning sub- 
divisions (or sections) to wheel towards it. 
When they have completed the quarter 
circle, on the word forwabd, they will 
move on in column, wheeling successively 
to the original front and following the lead- 
ing subdivision (or section). 

From SubdiviMons or Sections to 
Fours. — The company having been 
wheeled into column of BubdivisioiiB or 
sections, and marched to any front, the 
front may be diminished by each section 
wheeling by fours to the reverse flank, 
and the sections then wheeling in column 
of fours to the Iront Tho front may 
further be diminished to twos in the fol- 
lowing n 
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FOBM TWOS. < 



FOBM SINGLE 
FILE. 



Fr&m Fouri loTiw*.— Plate IV., fig. 3. 
*-.K right is in front, on the word twos, all 
will halt for a moment except the two front 
rimk men (Nos. 1 and 2) of the leading four, 
who will go straight on, following the officer 
or guide; the two rear-rank men (No8.*3 and 
4) will incline to the right, and will follow 
the two front-rank men. The second four 
will do the same, and so on. 

If left is in front the two rear-rank men 
(Nos. 3 and 4) will move on, and the two 
front-rank men (Nos. 1 and 2) will incline 
Lto the left and follow them. 

From Twos to Single File. — ^Plate IV., 
fig. 4.— If right is in front on the word 
FIL3B, all will halt for a moment except 
No, 1 of the leading four, who will go 
straight on, following the officer or guide ; 
No. 2 will incline to the right and will 
follow No. 1 . No. 3 will then move straight 
on, No. 4 will incline to the right and follow 
No. 3. The second four will do the same, 
and so on. 

If left is in front No. 4 will move on. 
No. 3 will incline to the left and follow 
No. 4 ; No. 2 will then move on and No. 1 
will incline to the left and follow No. 2, 
.and so on. 



FORM TWOS 
TROT. 



6. Increasmg Front 

f From Single File to Twos, — ^Plate IV., 
^g» 5. — On the word trot, if right is in 
front, Nos. 2 and 4 of each four will in- 
cline to the left (the pivot flank), and will 
respectively trot up by the side of Nos. 1 
and 3. 

K left is in front Nos. 3 and 1 will in- 
cline to the right (the pivot flank), and 
will respectively trot up by the side of 
-Nos. 4 and 2. 
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FOBM FOURS 
TROT. 



FromTwos io Fours, — Plate IV., 
—On the word trot, if right is in fron 
rear-rank men (Nos. 3 and 4) will incL 
the left (the pivot flank), and trot up h 
side of the front-rank men (Nos. 1 ai 

If left is in front, the front-rank 
TNos. 1 and 2) will incline to the 
(the pivot flank), and trot up by the si 
^the rear-rank men (Nos. 3 and 4). 

^ From Column of Fours to Sec 
I Subdivisions, or Company, — ^As expl 
SUBDIVISIONS, ( in Section 2 of the Third Lesson oi 
OR COMPANY. J Manual, 

In forming single rank from twos, and twos from i 
the men on the pivot flank will always double in re 
the men on the reverse flank. In re-forming fours 
twos, and twos from single rank, the men will al 
incline to, and trot up on the pivot flank. 



FRONT, FORM 
SECTIONS, 
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GENERAL REMARKS ON THE DUTIES OF 
MOUNTED RIFLE VOLUNTEERS. 

I. Object of Skirmishing, — The principal duty of 
mounted rifle volunteers on active service would be to 
hinder and embarrass the march of the enemy by unexpected 
attacks on his flank and rear at a distance from the main 
body of our troops, where it would be unsafe, if not impos- 
sible, for infantry to act, unsupported, without the aid of 
horses. 

n. Horses not to be exposed, — ^Mounted volunteers should 
never expose their horses to Are unless it is positively un- 
avoidable. If their advance and intention is discovered by 
the enemy before they commence to fire, the object of their 
attack will probably have failed, and the sooner they retire 
the better. 

III. Safety of Mounted Volunteers. — ^By keeping at long 
range from the enemy's infantry the volunteers can at any 
moment take to their horses and gallop away in perfect 
safety, let the enemy be ever so numerous. Should they 
be followed by the enemy's cavalry, an intelligent officer, 
by a judicious use of the banks and ditches and other 
natural obstacles, and of his superior knowledge of the 
country, may bid defiance to a superior force. 

IV. Intelligence required in Skirmishing, — It is not 
possible to lay down distinct rules for the movements of 
skirmishers of any description, least of all for the skirmishers 
of a corps of mounted rifle volunteers. Much must depend 
on the knowledge of the officers, and also on the personal 
intelligence of every individual in the corps. 

V. Trumpet or Bugle Sounds. — The trumpet or bugle 
should seldom be used, as the enemy will probably under- 
stand the sounds as well as the volunteers. The skir- 
mishers must be accustomed to move by sign or'signal ; and, 
above all, to take advantage of the nature of the ground. 

VI. Skirmishers and their led Horses. — The volunteers 
who remain with the horses must conform to all the move- 
ments of the skirmishers as far as they can without expos- 
ing their horses to fire, always bearing in mind that it is 
their business to place the horses in the most favourable 
position for the skirmishers to remount when forced to 
retire ; should the mounted party be concealed from view. 
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the officer in charge of such party must remember to place 
one man where he can be seen by the dismounted men, in 
order that the skiiinishers may mow where to find their 
horses. 

YH. Linking Horses.-^lt may under some circumstances 
be found practicable to link all the horses together, leaying 
only the flank man of subdiyisions or sections to take care 
of them. This, howeyer, should only be done when the 
skirmishers are certain to haye plenty of time to remount, 
and when there is no danger of their horses being attacked 
by the enemies' cavahy. It must, howeyer, be remembered 
that under these circumstances the horses will be immoye- 
able. 

The method of linking must depend on the nature of the 
horse appointments of the corps. 

Vm. Remarks on Assembling, — ^As sizing is of little 
importance in their case, it is reconmiended that mounted 
yolunteers should be encouraged to choose their own asso* 
ciates as neighbours in the ranks. Four men should agree, 
for the purpose of riding to drill together, to meet at a 
common point. They should choose one as guide for the 
day, and march according to his word of command in fours, 
files, or single files, paying attention to dressing or coyering. 
This practice will accustom the horses to work together. 
It will also teach small parties of skirmishers the habit of 
looking to each other, both for support in firing and for 
holding each other's horses. 

IX, Suggestions on Carrying Arms on Horseback^^^ 
Some fm*ther experience may be required before the best 
method of carrying the rifle on horseback can be decided. 

The usual course in the cayah*y, namely, to attach the 
fire-arm to the saddle, is inapplicable to the long Enfield, 
and is objectionable on grounds independent of the length 
of that weapon. Carrying the rifie across the back, with 
the sling across the breast, oyer one shoulder and under 
the other, has been tried, and is found inconyenient and 
dangerous, although it is adopted in some foreign armies. 

The following positions seem open to fewest objections :«->' 
. 1st. The i-ifie slung on the left or right shoulder only, 

2nd. The' rifle carried in the right hand, the hand on the 
thigh, the rifle nearly leyel, or with the muzsle slightly 
raised. 



8^ 

3rd. The rifle at the position of the advance, with the 
butt on the thigh. 

For the first position, it is desirable that the shoulder 
strap should be purposely constructed, viz., that a piece of 
leather be sewn into the coat and doubled up in the shoulder 
strap, being fastened by a stud or button with a ring, rather 
than by a stitched button. There should also be a wing on 
the shoulder, which may be made of a roll of cloth about the 
thickness of a man's finger, and need not be so stiff as to 
interfere with the free movement of the arm. 

The sling to be attached to the rifle as follows:-*-^ 

The bight or loop formed by the buckle end of the strap 

to be attached to a swivel in the butt behind the trigger 

guard. 

The bight or loop at the other end of the strap to be 
passed over the butt, over the lock in front of the sight, and 
over the lower band. The sling to be then buckled very 
short J the rifle will thus hang either perpendicular from the 
shoulder behind the thigh, or may be carried nearly as a 
sportsman often carries his gun — the barrel resting on the 
arm below the elbow, hammer downwards, nearly in the 
position of secure arms, or it may be carried with great com- 
fort with the barrel resting steadily on the thigh, the butt 
confined to the side by the pressure of the elbow, leaving the 
hand quite free. 

X. No allusion has been made in this Manual to the 
management of horses. Officers of mounted rifle volunteer 
corps will find much useful information on this subject in 
the book of cavalry regulations. 
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SWORD EXERCISE. 



1. Cuts — Guards — ^Points. 

The Volunteer should now be given a sword and made ac- 
quainted with the strong and weak parts of it ; the " Fort " 
(strong) being the half of the blade near the hilt, the " Feeble " 
(weak) the half towards the point ; indeed, a knowledge of 
these distinctions is very material either in giving or 
guarding a Cut, as much depends upon their proper appli- 
cation. From the hilt upwards, in opposing the blade of 
an adversary, the strength of the defence decreases in pro- 
portion as the Cut is received towards the point ; and vice 
versdy it increases from the point downwards. The same 
grasp of the Sword is to be retained throughout the exer- 
cise, to ensure the true edge leading, the middle knuckles 
are to be in the direction of the edge in all cuts and guards, 
the grip of the handle being held by the thumb and fingers 
around it. 

Prepare for Sword Exercise, — Carry the right foot out 
to the right eighteen inches, the left hand slightly closed a 
little below the pit of the stomach, being on the same line 
with the elbow, which will be nearly its height when hold- 
ing the reins. 

Draw Swords, — ^Bring the hand smartly across the body 
over the bridle arm to the " sword knot," place it upon the 
wrist, and give the hand a couple of turns inwards, in order 
to make it fast, and as the handle is grasped, turn the hilt 
to the rear, and raise the hand the height of the elbow, the 
arm being close to the body ; by a second motion draw the 
sword from the scabbard to full extent of the arm, the edge 
being to the rear, and sink the hand until the hilt is under 
the chin, the blade perpendicular, the edge to the left, 
and elbow close to the body, which forms the position 
of " Recover Swords," then by a third motion bring the 
hilt down in line with the bridle hand, the elbow near the 
body, the blade perpendicular, the wrist slightly rounded 
inwards, which brings it to the position of " Carry Swords." 
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Slope Swords. — ^Loosen the grasp of the handle, and let 
the back of the sword fall lightly on the shoulder, the arm 
remaining in the previous position, but the wrist a little 
bent upwards. 

Might prove distance, — ^Bring the sword to the "Re- 
cover ; " by a second motion extend the arm to the right, 
and lower the sword in a horizontal direction from the 
shoulder with the edge to the rear, and the shoulders square 
to the front. " Slope Swords." 

Front prove distatice* — Raise the sword as before ; by a 
second motion extend the arm to the front, and lower the 
sword in a horizontal direction, edge to the right. " Slope 
Swords." 

Note, — Proving distance to the front is only necessary 
when on foot. 

Carry Swords. — ^By a motion of the wrist and fingers 
resume the grasp of the hand so as to bring the blade 
upright as before. 

Return Swords. — Cany the hilt to the hollow of the left 
shoulder (the blade being kept perpendicular, and the back 
of the hand to the front), then, by a quick turn of the 
wrist, drop the point into the scabbard, and resume the first 
motion in " Draw Swords ; " by a second motion let the 
sword fall smoothly from the hand, at the same time loosen- 
ing the sword knot from the wrist ; by a last motion come 
smartly to the position of " Attention." 

Preparatory Instructions i/n Numbers, 

Engage. — Carry the sword to the right front, the edge 
inclining to the right, the point being advanced, and the 
arm bent, with the back of the hand up, and wrist down ; 
the sword is then to be carried round in the same position 
to right rear and passed smartly to left rear by the front, 
the point down, the " Fort " covering the centre of the 
body, elbow raised, hand a little lower than the elbow, 
looking over the arm and sword ; continue this . guard to 
left front, and resume " Right Front Guard." 

Assault. — Raifie the hand and sword to right rear, the 
arm bent, and edge slightly turned up, the blade over the 
right shoulder, the body and head turned to the right. 

One, — Cut horizontally from rear to front at Cavalry, and 
prepare for Cut *'Two," the sword resting on the left 
shoulder, edge to the front, with elbow raised. 
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Two. — ^Cut horizontally from front to rear at Cavalry, 
and prepare for Cut " Three," the arm extended to the rear 
on a line with the shoulder, the back of the hand turned 
down. 

Three* — Cut low from rear to front at Infantry, and pre- 
pare for Cut " Four," the back of the sword resting on the 
left shoulder, point to the rear, shoulders square to the 
front, and body well bent over. 

Four, — Cut low from front to rear at Infantry, and pre- 
pare for Cut " One " on the left at Cavalry by turning the 
head and body ifi the left, sword resting on the right 
shoulder; hand to the right front, arm bent. 

One. — Cut horizontally from front to rear at Cavalry, 
and prepare for Cut " Two," the sword resting on the left 
shoulder, edge to the rear, hand to the left, elbow raised as 
high as the shoulder, arm bent. 

Two. — Cut horizontally from rear to front at Cavalry, 
and prepare for Cut " Three," at Infantry, arm bent, hand 
over the right shoulder, sword point downwards, and bend 
the body over to the left. 

Three. — Cut low from front to real*, and prepare for Cut 
" Four," the arm extended to left rear, back of the hand 
up, edge of the sword down, point downwards to the left 
rear. 

Four.'^Gut low from rear to front at Infantry, and 
" Slope Swords." 

Note. — If the volunteer fails to carry the edge well in 
making the '^ Assault," to attain so essential a requisite for 
a swordsman, he should be practised in combining the Cuts 
"One" and "Two" at Cavalry, repeating them several 
times ; also the Cuts " Three " and " Four " at Infantry. 

Right Defend. — The hand and elbow well raised to cover 
the head, the edge of the sword up, the point lowered to the 
right front. 

Second.'^Carry the hand to the right rear, the sword 
nearly perpendicular, point up, the *^ Fort " covering head 
and neck. 

Third. — ^Lower the point to right front, with the edge to 
the fronts the back of the hand to the left, the arm slightly 
bent, the hand as low as the hip to defend the leg or horse's 
shoulder. 

Fourth. — Turn the edge of the sword to the rear, arm 
slightly bent, as high as in " Third Guard.'* 



89 

Left Defend»»^Cavry the sword by the front smartly to 
left rear, the " Fort " covering head and neck, point down- 
wards, looking under the arm. 

Second. — Carry the sword to the left front, the " Fort " 
covering face and neck, looking under the arm, body square 
to the front. 

Third, — ^Lower the hand to the left rear the height of 
the hip, point downwards, and edge inclining to the rear, 
back of the hand kept up, arm slightly bent to defend the 
leg. 

Fourth. — Turn the edge of the sword and aim to the 
front, hand as high as the hip, point downwards, to the left 
front, arm slightly bent to defend the leg or horse's 
shoulder. 

Slope Swords. 



Words of Gomma/Khd. 



)» 



" Right Engage " 
" Assault 
" One " 
" Two " 
" Three " 
" Four " 
" One " 
" Two " 
" Three " 
" Four '' 

" Slope Swords '* 



Right. 



Left. 



" Right Defend " 
"Second" 
« Third " 
" Fourth " 



" Left Defend " 
« Second " 
" Thu-d " 
" Fourth " 

" Slope Swords " 



Guards and Points.* 

Right Defend. — ^Form first guard on the right. 

Point. — Deliver point with the back of the hand up to 
the right front at Cavalry, to full extent of the arm, and 
return to first guard. 

Second.-^Yorm second guard. 

Pom^— Deliver point at Cavalry, back of the hand up to 
right rear, and return to second guard. 

Third. — Form third guard. 

PoeW.— Deliver point at Infantry, back of the hand up 
to right front, and return to third guard. 

Fourth. — Form fourth guard. 

C 2 
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Point — ^Deliver point at Infantry, back of the hand up, 
to right rear, and return to fourth guai'd. 

Left Defend. — Form first guard. 

Point, — Deliver point to left rear at Cavalry, and return 
to first guai'd. 

Second, — Form second guard. 

Point, — Deliver point to left front at Cavalry, and return 
to second guard. 

Third, — Form third guard. 

Point, — Deliver point to left rear at Infantry, and return 
to third guard. 

Fourth. — ^Form foui'th guard. 

Point, — Deliver point to left front at Infantry, and return 
to fourth guard. 
Slope Swords. 

Woi'ds of Command, 

" Guards " and " Points " 

'* Right " " Defend " " Point " 

'' Second " " Point " 

" Thh-d " " Point " 

" Fourth " " Point " 

" Left " " Defend " " Point " 

" Second " '' Point " 

« Third " " Point " 

" Fourth " " Point " 

« Slope Swords." 

Sword Exercise, 

Right Engage — Assault, — ^Prepare for Cut "One" on 
the right at Cavalry. 

One. — Cut " One," and form first guard. 

Point. — Deliver point and prepare for Cut " Two." 

Two. — Cut " Two," and form second guard. 

Point. — Deliver point and prepare for Cut " Thr^e." 

Three. — Cut " Three," and form third guard. 

Point. — Deliver point and prepare for Cut " Four." 

Four. — Cut " Four," and form fourth guard. 

Point. — Deliver point and resume fourth guard. 

Left Engage — Assault.^^ThQ same words of command 
as on the right. 

Slope Swords. 
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Words of Command. 

" Sword Exercise " 

" Right Engage '' " Left Engage " 

" Assault " «* Assault " " 

" One— Point " " One Point " 

" two— Point " " Two— Point " 

" Three— Point " " Three— Point " 

" Four— Point " « Four— Point " 

" Hlope Swords." 



Pursuing ProKitice, 

Assault — Prepare for Cut " One " on the right front. 

One. — Make Cuts " One " and " Twt " in quick succes- 
sion at Cavalry, and prepare for point to right front, the 
hand in front of the shoulder, elbow well raised, back of 
the hand up. 

Point, — Deliver point to fiill extent of the arm to right 
front, immediately turn the back of the hand down, head 
and body turned to the left froiit, arnt & little bent, point of 
the sword inclined to the rear for Cut " One " at Cavalry 
on the left. 

One, — Make Cuts " One " and " Two " in quick succes- 
sion at Cavahy, and prepare for point to left front as for 
right front. 

Point, — Deliver point to full extent of the ju-m to left 
front, and prepare for Cut " Three " on tiie right at 
Infantry. 

TVirce.— Make Cuts " Three " and " Four '' on the right 
in quick succession at Infantry, and prepare to point to the 
right front, elbow well raised, and hand a little below the 
shoulder. 

Point. — ^Deliver the point to the full extent of the arm, 
and prepare for Cut " Three " on the left. 

Three. — Make Cuts " Three *' and " Four " in quick suc- 
cession at Infantry, and prepare to point to the left front as 
on the right fpont. 

Point. — ^Deliver point to full extent of the arm, and 
rei&ain steady. 
I^ope Swords. 
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Words of Command. 

" Pursuing Practice " 

" Assault " 

" One "—" Point " - - - Right. 

" One "—" Point " - - - Left. 

" Three "—" Point " - - - Right. 

" Three "—" Point " - - - Left. 

" Slope Swords." 
The men being complete in the Sword Exercise by word 
of conmiand, will now go regularly through the exercise in 
the same manner as it will be shown at reviews, inspections, 
&c., taking the time of each motion (according as Right or 
Left is attached to the words of conmiand). 

Words of Gommcmd. 

" Right Prove Distance." 

« Slope Swords." 

" Front Prove Distance." 

" Slope Swords." 

" Sword Exercise." 

** Pursuing Practice." 



2. General Observations and Directions. 

The exercise of the Sword consists of Four Cuts or 
directions of the edge ; the same number of Guards or de- 
fensive positions ; and the Point (or Thrust) given with the 
nails downwards ; therefore, whatever may be the attack 
or defence, it can only be formed by having recourse to 
some of the above movements, or a combination of them, as 
they are all applicable either to Cavalry or Infantry, 
according to the situation of the parties engaged ; and in 
all attacks, whether Cuts or Thrusts, the motion ought to 
increase in speed, the impetus being given at the last. 

The greatest attention should at all times be pud to 
maintain the proper position and balance of ^e body, from 
which, by too great an exertion in delivering a Cut or 
Thrust, the horseman may be suddenly thrown, and thereby 
lose the advantage of his science in the use of 14s Sword, by 
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the natural efforts which he must make to regain his seat ; 
nor should he fail to have every confidence and dependence 
upon his Guard, without trusting to his avoiding the attack 
of an opponent by turning or drawing back the body to 
escape from it. 

In delivering a forward Thrust, very little force is neces- 
' sary when the horse is in quick motion, as the extension of 
the arm, with a good direction of the point, will be fully 
sufficient ; nor should a Cut, under such circumstances, be 
given too strong, as in both cases the impetus of the horse 
will give the effective force ; or in the latter, the drawing 
of the edge can very frequently be applied with advantage, 
particularly where the Point, by being given too soon, may 
not have taken effect, when by a quick turn of the wrist the 
edge is drawn along the face of your opponent, or any part 
which morQ immediately comes in contact with it. The 
forcing also of the edge can be resorted to when very near 
and closely pressed upon by an advepsary, by suddenly ex- 
tending the arm, and directing the edge across the face, or 
where an opening is given ; in this case, however, the hand 
should not be carried more than absolutely requisite either 
to the Right or Left, or make too wide a movement, so as 
to offer an equal chance to your opponent. 

When sufficient space is allowed for choosing the point 
of attack, you should endeavour to take advantage of it ; if 
not, at all events to avoid its being made on your Left rear, 
when a change of position can alone bring you upon an 
equality with your opponent : it may be done either by 
making a sudden halt, so as to allow him to pass, and then 
pressing upon his Left rear ; or by turning quickly to the 
Left about, and thereby having your Bight also opposed to 
his. Should you be prevented doing this, and he still keeps 
on your Left, you must bear up, as close as possible to him, 
otherwise your opposition will be ineffectual ; for in his 
situation, by keeping at the proper distance from you, his 
Cut will reach when yours will not, and consequently you 
will be reduced to the defence alone. 

In meeting your opponent on the Left front, turn sharply 
to the left on your own ground, which brings you imme- 
diately with your sword-arm free, and at liberty to act upon 
his left ; and in meeting him upon the Right front, press 
your horse quickly on, and by a sharp turn to the right, 
gain his left rear ; or if pursued, endeavour to keep your 
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Adversary on the Right refer ; when the distance will be 
always in your favour, and you inay, by the Rear Cut and 
Point, keep checking his advance witn impunity. When 
attacked by more than one, you will naturally endeavour to 
keep them both either to the Right or Left ; but where they 
have been enabled to place themselves on both sides, press 
close upon the left opponent, and endeavour to keep the 
right one at a distance. 

Although a regular mode is laid down for drawing the 
sword, yet occasional practice should be given, both on 
Foot and on Horseback, to come to the " Giial'd " imme- 
diately, and at any required point, without going through 
the Parade Motions, &c., which will prepare the Swords- 
man for any sudden attack of an enemy. 

The attack or defence against the Lance must depend 
greatly upon the Rider ; for admitting that the Lancer is 
equally well-mounted, and skilful in the management of his 
horse, he will endeavour to keep at such distance as to be 
out of your reach, whilst he can easily make good his thrust, 
from tlia length of his lance ; and he will very frequently 
succeed in directing his point at your horse, which, becoming 
unruly, will leave you exposed to the attack of your op- 
j)on(»nt. You must, therefore, invariably endeavdur to gain 
his Right rear, where he is less able to attack or defend ; 
whereas if (as against the Sabre) the attack is made upon 
his Left rear, ho has the advantage of resting his lance 
upon his bridle aim, and can lengthen or shorten his thrust 
with facility and quickness. If engaged on his Left, the 
object must be to keep just out of distance of the lance ; 
watching the opportunity to close, either by having pre- 
viously formed a defence, or by beai'ing the lance out of tlie 
line. When meeting on his, or your own, Bight front, you 
may have recourse to either of the " Three Practices " (as 
against the Sword), closing instantly after any of them with 
confidence and resolution ; he will not then attempt to aim 
at the horse, as ho becomes exposed to any Cut or Thrust, 
for it is only when engaged directly Right or Left in circling 
that he gives his short stabs at the horse, without exposing 
himself, or losing the power of regaining his lance. Your 
horse should have been well accustomed to the waving of 
the lance, without which no skill of yours, either in the 
science of the sword or that of riding, can be of much 
service to you. 
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When opposed to Infantiy, endeavour to meet an oppo- 
nent on your Right ; as every Guard parries the point of a 
sword, so will each defend against the point of a bayonet, 
taking care that the " Fort " of your own weapon meets the 
" Feeble" of your opponent's ; consequently it is the bayonet 
which must be struck. 

In advancing against Infantry, the Third Guard on the 
Right or Fourth Guard on the Left leads well to the attack, 
and is ready for defence, or to take advantage of any open- 
ing ; and should your opponent appear iiTCsolute, or draw 
back his weapon, then, while passing, the Cut Three, or 
Pointi may be given to advantage ; the Cuts Three and 
Four on the Right or Left, form a defence, as well as an 
attack, upon Infantry ; and the smarter they are given, the 
more effectually they will protect you, and cripple your 
opponent's position. The Point should be used chiefly in 
pursuit, and will be given with most advantage on your 
Right, as from thence you can reach further, and are better 
prepared for defence. 

In the use of the sword at speed, there are few things of 
more importance than that the Horseman should aid the im- 
petus of the Cut, and secure his own seat by supporting the 
sway of the body with the opposite leg to that side on which 
he intends to Cut or Point ; for instance, if he desires to cut 
Three or Four on the near side of the horse, he should 
support the body by a strong pressure of the inside of the 
right thigh and leg against the saddle ; vice versa in Cuts 
made to the right, he should support the body with the left 
leg ; the lower down the grip can be taken the better, taking 
care not to touch the horse with the spur at the time of 
making them. This rule is of greater consequence than it 
appears to be at first sight ; for unless it is understood and 
practised, a person may be a very good swordsman, and yet 
not capable of using his weapon either with effect against 
an opponent or with safety to himself. It is particularly 
applicable and necessary in pursuit over rough and varied 
ground ; and the same observation applies to the use of the 
Lance. 

The instructors should endeavour, as much as possible, 
in their progressive instructions to the volunteer, to impress 
upon his mind such occasional observations as become most 
applicable. Opportunities of thus explaining may often be 
taken during pauses of rest, as no Squad should be kept too 
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long either in the positions or movements ; and where any 
volunteers are more deficient than the rest, the whole should 
be made to cease for the moment, and only those who have 
gone wrong be required to go on and correct their error. 



3. Officers' Salute. 



On the March, or when manoeuvring on horseback, the 
sword is to be at the slope. 

In all Parade movements and on complimentary occasions, 
mounted, the sword is to be carried with the hilt resting 
upon the right thigh, the blade perpendicular, the grasp of 
the lower fingers slightly relaxed. 

The Salute on the March is to commence when at ten 
paces from the Reviewing Officer, taking the time from the 
Officer on the Right. The sword is then raised, by extend- 
ing the arm to the right, and by a circular motion brought 
to the Recover ; and continuing the motion to the right 
shoulder, from whence the sword ia lowered (to the full ex- 
tent of the arm) to the right, with the edge to the left, and 
point in the direction of the right foot, the arms close to the 
body. The time for completing the Salute if taught on 
Foot is four paces, commencing with the left foot, and may 
be divided (for Drill practice) as follows : — First Pace, the 
sword raised to the right ; Second Pace, to the Recover ; 
Third Pace, to the Right shoulder ; Fourth Pace, the sword 
lowered to the right. The same time is given for the 
Salute when mounted, but the sword should then be kept 
in a line with the knee. On the March, the above four 
motions are slowly combined into one graceful movement. 

The head should be slightly turned towards the Review- 
ing Officer whilst passing him, and having done so six 
paces, " Recover Swords," at one pace, and " Carry *' in the 
following. 
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